
Descendants of Robert Stephenson

Generation 1

1. ROBERT1 STEPHENSON1-8 was born in 1777 in Northumberland, England1, 3, 5, 7-8. He died on 01 Jun 
1857 in Morpeth, Northumberland, England. He married MARY. She was born in 1791 in 
Northumberland, England9-13. She died on 27 Nov 1863 in Longhirst, Northumberland, England. 

Robert Stephenson and Mary had the following children:

i. GEORGE2 STEPHENSON was born in 1823 in Morpeth, Northumberland, England.

2. ii. SARAH STEPHENSON14-15 was born about 1824 in Morpeth, Northumberland, 
England14-15. She met ALEXANDER MITCHELL. He was born in 1820 in Scotland16-17. 

iii. JOHN STEPHENSON18 was born in 1826 in Northumberland, England18.

3. iv. WILLIAM STEPHENSON19-36 was born about 1828 in Morpeth, Northumberland, 
England20-23, 25-27, 31-32, 34-35. He died on 01 Jan 1894 in Longhirst, Northumberland, 
England. He married (1) CATHERINE ENGLISH, daughter of Andrew English and 
Mary, on 07 Jan 1854 in Gateshead, Durham, England32, 37. She was born about 
182837-44. She died on 18 Feb 1892 in Plessey, Northumberland, England. He 
married (2) CATHERINE WHELAN. She was born about 1828 in Angerton, 
Northumberland, England45-48. 

v. JOSEPH STEPHENSON49-53 was born in 1831 in Northumberland, England49-53. He 
died on 19 Nov 1894 in Longhirst, Northumberland, England.
 

Notes for Joseph Stephenson:
  Death notice The Morpeth Herald Saturday 24 November 1894
 
 At Longhirst, 19th inst., aged 64, Joseph Stephenson, the beloved brother of the 
late William Stephenson, late of Plessey Station; much respected and deeply 
lamented.
 
 
 

vi. BENJAMIN STEPHENSON54-60 was born in 1833 in Northumberland, England54-55, 57-60.

Generation 2

2. SARAH2 STEPHENSON (Robert1)14-15 was born about 1824 in Morpeth, Northumberland, 
England14-15. She met ALEXANDER MITCHELL. He was born in 1820 in Scotland16-17. 

Alexander Mitchell and Sarah Stephenson had the following children:

i. MARY3 MITCHELL61 was born in 1848 in Morpeth, Northumberland, England61.

ii. SARAH MITCHELL62 was born in 1850 in Morpeth, Northumberland, England62.

iii. ELIZABETH MITCHELL63 was born in 1852 in Morpeth, Northumberland, England63.

iv. ROBERT MITCHELL64-65 was born in 1854 in Bedlington, Durham, England64-65.

v. MARGARET A MITCHELL78-79 was born in 1856 in Wallsend, Northumberland, 
England78-79.

vi. ISABELLA MITCHELL84-85 was born in 1858 in Jarrow, Durham, England84-85.

vii. JANE MITCHELL95-96 was born in 1861 in Jarrow, Durham, England95-96.

viii. ALAXENDER MITCHELL105 was born about 1864 in Jarrow, Durham, England105.

ix. ANNIE MITCHELL114 was born about 1868 in Jarrow, Durham, England114.

x. GEORGE MITCHELL124 was born about 1870 in Jarrow, Durham, England124.

3. WILLIAM2 STEPHENSON (Robert1)19-36 was born about 1828 in Morpeth, Northumberland, 
England20-23, 25-27, 31-32, 34-35. He died on 01 Jan 1894 in Longhirst, Northumberland, England. He 
married (1) CATHERINE ENGLISH, daughter of Andrew English and Mary, on 07 Jan 1854 in 
Gateshead, Durham, England32, 37. She was born about 182837-44. She died on 18 Feb 1892 in 
Plessey, Northumberland, England. He married (2) CATHERINE WHELAN. She was born about 1828 
in Angerton, Northumberland, England45-48. 



Generation 2 (cont.)
in Angerton, Northumberland, England45-48. 
 

Notes for William Stephenson:
    The marriage of William and Catherine has not been confirmed. It occured prior to civil 
registration (1837) and the church records are not available online.
 
 Death notice The Morpeth Herald, Saturday January 13, 1894. Died of exposure
 
 At Longhirst, 1st inst., aged 65, William Stephenson, the dearly beloved husband of the late 
Catherine Stephenson, late of Plessey Station.
 
 Plessey Station http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/24766
 
 Stannington http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/9684
 

Notes for Catherine English:
  Death notice The Morpeth Herald Saturday February 20 1892.
 
 At Plessey Station, 18th inst., aged 63, Catherine Stephenson, the dearly beloved wife of Andrew 
Stephenson. An affectionate mother to her family. Beloved in life and lamented in death.
 

William Stephenson and Catherine English had the following children:

4. i. ROBERT3 STEPHENSON66-77 was born about 1855 in Morpeth, Northumberland, 
England66-71, 73, 75-77. He married Margaret Jane Milburn, daughter of William Milburn 
and Mary Ann Dobson, on 30 Mar 1877 in Bedlington, Northumberland, England75. 
She was born on 08 Feb 1855 in Shilbottle, Northumberland, England75, 80. She 
died in 1880 in Bedlington, Northumberland, England75. He met (2) HANNAH SWANN. 
She was born about 1853 in Netherton, Northumberland, England81-83. 

5. ii. ELEANOR STEPHENSON86-94 was born about 1859 in Northumberland, England86-87, 

89-94. She died on 28 Oct 1899 in North Shotton, Northumberland. She married 
George Milburn, son of William Milburn and Mary Ann Dobson, on 29 Apr 1876 in St
Nicholas, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumberland, England88. He was born about 
1853 in Shilbottle, Northumberland, England97-104. He died on 17 Apr 1893 in Castle 
Ward, Northumberland (Age: 40102). 

6. iii. ANDREW WILLIAM STEPHENSON36, 106-111 was born in 1864 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England106-107, 110-112. He died in Jun 1927 in Tynemouth, 
Northumberland, England (Age: 64113). He married Mary Dixon, daughter of William 
Dixon and Eleanor, on 26 Sep 1881 in Saint Nicholas, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
Northumberland, England106, 108, 111, 115. She was born about 1865 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England115-123. She died on 16 Nov 1946 in Cramlington, 
Northumberland, England123. 

William Stephenson and Catherine Whelan had the following children:

iv. ROBERT STEPHENSON125-131 was born about 1855 in Morpeth, Northumberland, 
England125-130.

5. ii. ELEANOR STEPHENSON86-94 was born about 1859 in Northumberland, England86-87, 

89-94. She died on 28 Oct 1899 in North Shotton, Northumberland. She married 
George Milburn, son of William Milburn and Mary Ann Dobson, on 29 Apr 1876 in St
Nicholas, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumberland, England88. He was born about 
1853 in Shilbottle, Northumberland, England97-104. He died on 17 Apr 1893 in Castle 
Ward, Northumberland (Age: 40102). 

6. iii. ANDREW WILLIAM STEPHENSON36, 106-111 was born in 1864 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England106-107, 110-112. He died in Jun 1927 in Tynemouth, 
Northumberland, England (Age: 64113). He married Mary Dixon, daughter of William 
Dixon and Eleanor, on 26 Sep 1881 in Saint Nicholas, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
Northumberland, England106, 108, 111, 115. She was born about 1865 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England115-123. She died on 16 Nov 1946 in Cramlington, 
Northumberland, England123. 



Generation 2 (cont.)

vii. ROBERT GRANDSON OF WILLIAM AND CATHERINE STEPHENSON132-135 was born on 08 
Feb 1880 in Bedlington, Northumberland, England132-135.

Generation 3

4. ROBERT3 STEPHENSON (William2, Robert1)66-77 was born about 1855 in Morpeth, 
Northumberland, England66-71, 73, 75-77. He married Margaret Jane Milburn, daughter of 
William Milburn and Mary Ann Dobson, on 30 Mar 1877 in Bedlington, Northumberland, 
England75. She was born on 08 Feb 1855 in Shilbottle, Northumberland, England75, 80. 
She died in 1880 in Bedlington, Northumberland, England75. He met (2) HANNAH 

SWANN. She was born about 1853 in Netherton, Northumberland, England81-83. 
 

Notes for Robert Stephenson:
  Robert's son Robert was brought up by his grandparents William and Catherine 
Stephenson.
 
 At the 1881 Census Robert was living as a boarder three houses from his future second 
wife Hannah Swann.
 

Robert Stephenson and Margaret Jane Milburn had the following child:

i. ROBERT4 STEPHENSON152-159 was born on 08 Feb 1880 in Bedlington, 
Northumberland, England152-159. He died (Y157).
 

Notes for Robert Stephenson:
  Robert was brought up by his grandparents William and Catherine Stephenson.
 
 1946 address was Surrey Villas, Jarrow, Co. Durham
 

Robert Stephenson and Hannah Swann had the following child:

ii. KATE STEPHENSON175-176 was born in Oct 1890 in South Shields, Durham175-176.

5. ELEANOR3 STEPHENSON (William2, Robert1)86-94 was born about 1859 in Northumberland, 
England86-87, 89-94. She died on 28 Oct 1899 in North Shotton, Northumberland. She married 
George Milburn, son of William Milburn and Mary Ann Dobson, on 29 Apr 1876 in St Nicholas, 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumberland, England88. He was born about 1853 in Shilbottle, 
Northumberland, England97-104. He died on 17 Apr 1893 in Castle Ward, Northumberland (Age: 
40102). 
 

Notes for Eleanor Stephenson:
  Death notice The Morpeth Herald Saturday November 4 1899.
 
 At North Shotton, 28 ult., aged 43, Eleanor Milburn, beloved daughter of the late William and 
Catherine Stephenson of Plessey Station.
 

Notes for George Milburn:
  Death notice The Morpeth Herald Saturday April 22, 1893.
 
 At Plessey Station, 17th inst., aged 45, George Milburn, the dearly beloved husband of Eleanor 
Milburn. Loved in life, lamented in death.
 

George Milburn and Eleanor Stephenson had the following children:

i. ELEANOR4 MILLBURN136-139 was born in 1879 in Stannington, Northumberland, 
England136-139. She died on 05 Oct 1898 in Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland, 
England138.
 

Notes for Eleanor Millburn:
  Death notice The Morpeth Herald, Saturday October 15, 1898.
 
 At Heaton, 5th inst., aged 19, Ellen, dearly beloved daughter of Ellen and the late 
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 At Heaton, 5th inst., aged 19, Ellen, dearly beloved daughter of Ellen and the late 
George Milburn, formerly of Plessey. Deeply lamented by her mother.
 

ii. CATHARINE ANN MILLBURN169-170 was born about 1882 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England169-171. She died in Oct 1892 in Castle Ward, 
Northumberland (Age: 11170).

iii. MARGARET I MILBURN177-178 was born about 1885 in Horton, Northumberland, 
England177-179.
 

Notes for Margaret I Milburn:
  In 1901 Margaret is a visitor at the home of Charles Vickery, a missionary, and his 
family.
 

iv. ISABELLA MILLBURN196-197 was born about 1887 in Stannington, Northumberland, 
England196-197.

6. ANDREW WILLIAM3 STEPHENSON (William2, Robert1)36, 106-111 was born in 1864 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England106-107, 110-112. He died in Jun 1927 in Tynemouth, Northumberland, 
England (Age: 64113). He married Mary Dixon, daughter of William Dixon and Eleanor, on 26 Sep 
1881 in Saint Nicholas, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland, England106, 108, 111, 115. She was 
born about 1865 in Stannington, Northumberland, England115-123. She died on 16 Nov 1946 in 
Cramlington, Northumberland, England123. 
 

Notes for Andrew William Stephenson:
    Andrew William and Mary Stephenson had 13 children, five of whom had died by April 1911. The
names of four of these children are currently not known.
 
 The presumed death date of Andrew William Stephenson in 1927 has not been confirmed. The 
General Register Office were unable to locate details for this death although it appears in the index 
of deaths.
 
 Andrew William Stephenson worked as a platelayer, a railway worker who worked in a gang of 
men under the leadership of a ganger, looking after a certain 'length' of line. Literally the backbone 
of the railway, with little available to them in the way of mechanical assistance in those days and 
often involving arduous and uncomfortable work
 
 A description of a platelayer in Victorian England can be found here: 
http://turniprail.blogspot.com.au/2010/11/dirt-of-victorian-railway-industry.htm 
 

Notes for Mary Dixon:
    Mary is most likely the daughter of Isabella Dixon. In the 1871 census she is described as the 
granddaughter of Randel Dixon and the 1881 census she is listed as the niece of William Dixon.
 Although she named Willliam Dixon as her father at her marriage this is the only reference to him 
as father. 
 
 

Andrew William Stephenson and Mary Dixon had the following children:

7. i. MARY ISABELLA4 STEPHENSON140-147 was born in 1881 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England140-141, 144-145, 147-151. She married ADAM MARK. He was born 
about 1883 in Lowick, Northumberland, England160-168. 

ii. WILLIAM STEPHENSON172-174 was born about 1884 in Stannington, Northumberland, 
England172-174. He died in Apr 1900 in Morpeth, Northumberland, England (Age: 
16174).

8. iii. JOSEPH STEPHENSON180-194 was born in 1887 in Stannington, Northumberland, 
England. He died in 1943 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales, Australia (NSW 
BDM 28845/1943184, 186, 195). He married Eliza Esther Edwards, daughter of Charles 
Edwards and Margaret Chinnock, in 1912 in Wollongong, New South Wales, 
Australia182-183, 186. She was born in 1893 in Wollongong, New South Wales, 
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Australia182-183, 186. She was born in 1893 in Wollongong, New South Wales, 
Australia (39246/1893). She died in 1990 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales, 
Australia186. 

9. iv. ELLEN STEPHENSON198-201 was born on 18 Feb 1888 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England198-202. She died in 1972 in Cramlington, Northumberland, 
England201. She married MATTHEW SOULSBY. He was born in Mar 1879203-206. He 
died in 1954. 

10. v. CATHERINE ENGLISH STEPHENSON207-210 was born about 1890 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England207, 209-212. She died in Jun 1963 in Northumberland South, 
Northumberland, England (Age: 73210). She married THOMAS CHISHOLM. He was 
born about 1887 in Cornhill On Tweed, Northumberland, England213. 

11. vi. ANDREW STEPHENSON214-218 was born in 1896 in Stannington, Northumberland, 
England214, 217. He died on 18 Apr 1972 in Perth (of Wollongong and Cowra). He 
married Margaret Ann Gair, daughter of Henry Gair and Isobel, in Mar 1919 in 
Tynemouth, Northumberland216, 218-219. She died on 16 Aug 1932 in Keiraville, New 
South Wales, Australia (formerly lived O'Briens Road, Figtree). He married Barbara 
Milburn, daughter of James Milburn and Susannah Turner, in 1933 in Wollongong, 
New South Wales, Austalia. She was born in 1896 in Wollongong, New South 
Wales, Austalia. She died on 18 Jan 1962 in Keiraville, New South Wales, 
Australia. 

vii. ROBERT STEPHENSON220-221 was born in 1898 in Horton, Northumberland, 
England220.

viii. ROSE DIXON STEPHENSON222 was born in 1900 in Stannington, Northumberland, 
England222.

ix. WILLIAM STEPHENSON223 was born about 1903 in Cramlington, Northumberland, 
England223.

Generation 4

7. MARY ISABELLA4 STEPHENSON (Andrew William3, William2, Robert1)140-147 was born in 
1881 in Stannington, Northumberland, England140-141, 144-145, 147-151. She married ADAM 

MARK. He was born about 1883 in Lowick, Northumberland, England160-168. 
 

Notes for Mary Isabella Stephenson:
Mary Isabella aged 30 years and son Adam aged 3 months departed Glasgow on the 
'Cassandra' and arrived in Quebec 22 July 1912.
Mary Isabella aged 30 years and son Adam departed Glasgow on 'Cassandra' and 
arrived in Quebec 22 July 1912.

Adam Mark and Mary Isabella Stephenson had the following children:

i. ADAM5 MARK227-230 was born about 1912 in England227-230.

ii. MARY ELLEN MARK233-236 was born in 1914 in Alberta, Canada233, 235-236.

iii. ROSE CATHERINE MARK239-241 was born in 1916 in Alberta, Canada239-241.

iv. DAISY STEPHENSON MARK242-243 was born about 1917 in Alberta, Canada242-243.

v. VIOLET ELIZABETH MARK245 was born in 1919245.

8. JOSEPH4 STEPHENSON (Andrew William3, William2, Robert1)180-194 was born in 1887 in 
Stannington, Northumberland, England. He died in 1943 in Murwillumbah, New South 
Wales, Australia (NSW BDM 28845/1943184, 186, 195). He married Eliza Esther Edwards, 
daughter of Charles Edwards and Margaret Chinnock, in 1912 in Wollongong, New 
South Wales, Australia182-183, 186. She was born in 1893 in Wollongong, New South 
Wales, Australia (39246/1893). She died in 1990 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales, 
Australia186. 
 

Notes for Joseph Stephenson:
  1917 - Joseph Stephenson and George Edwards (probably his brother in law George 
William Edwards b 1891) went to the aid of an injured miner at the Tunnel Colliery. The 
miner died at the scene and Joseph testified at the subsequent coroner's enquiry 



Generation 4 (cont.)
miner died at the scene and Joseph testified at the subsequent coroner's enquiry 
reported  in the South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus on Friday 4 May 1917.
 
 1919 - Joseph Stephenson and John T Rutherford made a claim against E Vickery and 
Sons for a payment for four bars erected at Mt Keira mine in July 1919. The matter was 
heard in the District Court in October 1919 and reported in the South Coast Times and 
Wollongong Argus on Friday 31 October 1919.
 

Joseph Stephenson and Eliza Esther Edwards had the following children:

i. JAMES CHINNOCK5 STEPHENSON232 was born on 28 May 1912. He died on 22 Mar 
1983. He married Merle May Ford in 1941 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales, 
Australia232. 

ii. WILLIAM KEITH STEPHENSON237 was born on 01 May 1914. He died on 29 Jun 2004. 
He married Joyce Richards in 1940 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales237-238. She 
was born on 14 Aug 1920. She died on 27 Jul 2010. 

iii. GEORGE ALLAN STEPHENSON244 was born on 11 Jun 1915. He died on 19 Aug 2011. 
He married Margaret Bray, daughter of Vincent John Bray and Theresa Margaret 
Reis, in 1940 in Lismore, New South Wales, Australia (19574/1940244). She was 
born on 04 Feb 1919. She died on 22 Apr 1996. 
 

Notes for George Allan Stephenson:
  Enlisted AIF 1942 at Paddington NSW NX90088
 

iv. ETHEL MARY MARGARET STEPHENSON246-247 was born on 21 Feb 1917. She died on 
21 Aug 2003. She married Charles Lawrence Williams, son of George Gerald 
Williams and Louisa Ferguson, in 1939 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales, 
Australia246-248. He was born on 04 Aug 1911. He died on 21 Oct 1972. 

v. JOYCE STEPHENSON249-252 was born on 03 Jan 1919. She died on 30 Aug 2012. She 
married Bruce Wesley Rogan, son of George William Rogan and Stella Jane 
Grubb, in 1941 in Murwillumbah, New South Wales, Australia250-251, 253. He was 
born on 18 Feb 1917250. He died on 18 Aug 1982250. 

vi. ESTHER STEPHENSON254 was born on 07 Jan 1926. She married Donald Nelson 
Arthur Rodgers, son of Arthur Rodgers and Edith Hunter Grimshaw, in 1945 in 
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia (12919/1945255 NSW BDM). He was born in 
1923256. He died on 02 Sep 1987256. 

9. ELLEN4 STEPHENSON (Andrew William3, William2, Robert1)198-201 was born on 18 Feb 1888 in 
Stannington, Northumberland, England198-202. She died in 1972 in Cramlington, Northumberland, 
England201. She married MATTHEW SOULSBY. He was born in Mar 1879203-206. He died in 1954. 

Matthew Soulsby and Ellen Stephenson had the following children:

i. MARY CATHERINE T5 SOULSBY224-225 was born in 1908 in Northumberland, 
England224. She died in 1962 in Cramlington, Northumberland, England. She 
married David Forbes in Sep 1934 in Tynemouth, Northumberland225. 

ii. CATHERINE SOULSBY was born in 1912. She died in Sep 1912 in Northumberland, 
England.

iii. ROSE ELLEN WILSON SOULSBY was born on 28 May 1916 in Tynemouth, 
Northumberland, England. She died on 21 Sep 1986 in Yorkshire, England. She 
married Charles David Fennings in Oct 1939. 

iv. MALE SOULSBY. 

10. CATHERINE ENGLISH4 STEPHENSON (Andrew William3, William2, Robert1)207-210 was born about 1890 
in Stannington, Northumberland, England207, 209-212. She died in Jun 1963 in Northumberland 
South, Northumberland, England (Age: 73210). She married THOMAS CHISHOLM. He was born about 
1887 in Cornhill On Tweed, Northumberland, England213. 

Thomas Chisholm and Catherine English Stephenson had the following child:

i. MARY ANNIE5 CHISHOLM226 was born about 1911 in Kyloe City, Northland226.
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11. ANDREW4 STEPHENSON (Andrew William3, William2, Robert1)214-218 was born in 1896 in Stannington, 
Northumberland, England214, 217. He died on 18 Apr 1972 in Perth (of Wollongong and Cowra). He 
married Margaret Ann Gair, daughter of Henry Gair and Isobel, in Mar 1919 in Tynemouth, 
Northumberland216, 218-219. She died on 16 Aug 1932 in Keiraville, New South Wales, Australia 
(formerly lived O'Briens Road, Figtree). He married Barbara Milburn, daughter of James Milburn 
and Susannah Turner, in 1933 in Wollongong, New South Wales, Austalia. She was born in 1896 
in Wollongong, New South Wales, Austalia. She died on 18 Jan 1962 in Keiraville, New South 
Wales, Australia. 
 

Notes for Andrew Stephenson:
  Andrew Stephenson with his wife and three sons arrived in Australia in 1926. The youngest son 
may have died on the passage. Andrew was a miner on the shipping manifest. He did not join his 
brother Joseph in northern NSW and initially worked in the mines of the Illawarra.
 

Andrew Stephenson and Margaret Ann Gair had the following children:

i. HARRY RANDALL5 STEPHENSON231 was born on 27 Sep 1919 in Northumberland, 
England231.
 

Notes for Harry Randall Stephenson:
Captured by Germans in ocean in Tobruk area and got away. Married a Swedish 
girl and lived in Wollongong.
 
STEPHENSON HARRY : Service Number - NX19374 : Date of birth - 27 Sep 1919 : 
Place of birth - NORTHUMBERLAND ENGLAND : Place of enlistment - 
PADDINGTON NSW : Next of Kin - RANDALL JACK
 

ii. J D STEPHENSON.  He died about 1926.

iii. ROBERT STEPHENSON was born in Northumberland, England.
 

Notes for Robert Stephenson:

 

Andrew Stephenson and Barbara Milburn had the following child:

iv. JOYCE STEPHENSON. 
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